





















“My motto is, first correctly diagnose the complaint—in this case human ills—and 
ascertain the cause: then set about finding a remedy if one exists”（The Life and 












January 1, 1902—A Pessimist’s apology. Pessimism (or rather what is called 
such) is, in brief, playing the sure game. You cannot lose at it; you may 
gain. It is the only view of life in which you can never be disappointed. 
Having reckoned what to do in the worst possible circumstances, when 










































れるべきだ 5。ヴィクトリア時代は、20世紀初頭に本格化しはじめる “age 






























だ。その賭博場では、デアを含む “gamester” たちが、まるで “Gaming” の






『偶然論』（The Doctrine of Chances: a Method of Calculating the Probabilities of 
Events in Play）を賭博指南書として用いながら、理性的に賭けに臨むかの



























By some chance a card came out with the handkerchief, and fluttered 
downwards. . . . It was neither a visiting card nor a playing card, but one 
bearing a photographic portrait of a peculiar nature. It was what Dare had 
characterised as his best joke of all. . . . However, once having seen the 
accident, he seemed resolved to take the current as it served, and, smiling 










































































の所有物となった。というのも、サー・ウィリアムが、“visionary project of 
founding a watering-place”、“useless silver mine”、そして “racing speculation” 
に大金をつぎ込んだ結果、全財産を失ってしまったからだ（41-42）。サー・
ウィリアムが最盛期には 30頭もの競走馬を所有していたということから、





か助言を与えようとして、“Bank-returns” が “money-market” に与える影響
や  “current of speculation” における “Foreign stocks” の値動きなどといった
金融に関する専門的な話から始めるのだけれども、最終的には人生におけ
44 悲観主義とは「確実な賭けをすること」である



















進んでゆき、その結果イギリスは “nation of shareholders” となった（Robb, 












社会混乱が断続的に繰り返される中で、“Anxieties about the infiltration of the 







































































を賭博にたとえる描写が多く見られることを指摘し、“This analogy between 



















Sir William De Stancy left the room. It was noticeable throughout the 
interview that his manner had not been the manner of a man altogether 
taken by surprise. During the few preceding days his mood had been that of 
the gambler seasoned in ill-luck, who adopts pessimist surmises as a safe 








































































































1　この著作はもともと、作者の二番目の妻である Florence Emily Hardyによる伝記とし








想と、Baileyが Eduard Von Hartmannの思想と、Kramerがギリシア悲劇と、Sherman
が産業革命以後の農村の窮状と、それぞれ関連づけて解釈してきた。
3　たとえば、『帰郷』（The Return of the Native）（1878）の悲劇的物語はあるサイコロ賭
博によって大きく展開する。あるいは、『森林地の人びと』（Woodlanders）（1887）におい
て、登場人物たちの人生を決定づける悲劇的運命はサイコロの一振りにたとえられる。実は、







こうした批評的潮流の変化については、O’Gormanおよび Henry and Schmittを参照。
6　こうした批評家の中では、19世紀の賭博史を踏まえた上でこの作品を読む Flavinと、
この作品の中にハーディ独自の貨幣の哲学を読み取ろうとするEbbatsonが重要である。
7　ド・モアブルのこの著作は、作中では、“the book to bear the title ‘Moivre’s Doctrine 





8　Flavinによれば、“Gambling and horse racing have always existed in a symbiotic relationship, 
and racing underwent a massive boom in the Victorian era. Between 1837 and 1869 the 




ナリストと小説家の役割について、プーヴィは、“Making this system seem trustworthy—
making it imaginatively visible—was the work of the journalists and novelists who wrote 
about financial matters”（3）と述べている。
10　この点については Itzkowitzを参照。彼によれば、“Conventionally, Victorians viewed 
gambling and investment as lying at opposite ends of a continuum of financial risk, with 
speculation lying somewhere in between”（123）。ヴィクトリア時代の人々は、投資、投機
そして賭博を不可分のものとして捉えていたのである。
11　本稿の議論にはラーソンのそれと大きく異なる点もある。ラーソンはハーディを “the 





Archer, William. Real Conversations. W. Heinemann, 1904.
Bailey, J. O. Thomas Hardy and the Cosmic Mind: A New Reading of The Dynasts. U of 
North Carolina P, 1956.
Beer, Gillian. Darwin’s Plots: Evolutionary Narrative in Darwin, George Eliot and 
Nineteenth-Century Fiction. Routledge, 1983.
---. “The Reader’s Wager: Lots, Sorts, and Futures.” Essays in Criticism, vol. XXXX, no. 2, 
1990, pp. 99-123.
Ebbatson, Roger. “A Laodicean: Hardy and the Philosophy of Money.” Thomas Hardy and 
Contemporary Literary Studies, edited by Tim Dolin and Peter Widdowson, Macmillan, 
2004, pp. 80-98.
Flavin, Michael. Gambling in the Nineteenth-Century English Novel: ‘A Leprosy is o’er the 
Land’. Sussex Academic P, 2003.
Franklin, J. Jeffrey. Serious Play: The Cultural Form of the Nineteenth-Century Realist 
Novel. U of Pennsylvania P, 1999.
Garwood, Helen. Thomas Hardy: An Illustration of the Philosophy of Schopenhauer. John C. 
Winston Co., 1911.
Hacking, Ian. The Taming of Chance. Cambridge UP, 1990.
Hardy, Thomas. A Laodicean. Edited by John Schad, Penguin Books, 1997.
---. The Life and Work of Thomas Hardy. Edited by Michael Millgate, Macmillan, 1984.
---. The Return of the Native. Edited by Simon Gatrell, Oxford UP, 2005.
---. The Woodlanders. Edited by Patricia Ingham, Penguin Books, 1998.
Henry, Nancy and Cannon Schmitt. “Introduction.” Victorian Investments: New Perspectives 
on Finance and Culture, edited by Nancy Henry and Cannon Schmitt, Indiana UP, 2009.
Itzkowitz, David C. “Fair Enterprise of Extravagant Speculation: Investment, Speculation, 
and Gambling in Victorian England.” Victorian Investments: New Perspectives on 
Finance and Culture, edited by Nancy Henry and Cannon Schmitt, Indiana UP, 2009.
Kramer, Dale. Thomas Hardy: The Forms of Tragedy. Palgrave, 1975.
Larson, Jil. Ethics and Narrative in the English Novel 1880-1914. Cambridge UP, 2001.
Millgate, Michael. Thomas Hardy: A Biography Revisited. Oxford UP, 2004.
O’Gorman, Francis. “Introduction.” Victorian Literature and Finance, edited by Francis 
O’Gorman, Oxford UP, 2007.
Poovey, Mary. “Introduction.” The Financial System in Nineteenth-Century Britain, edited by 
Mary Poovey, Oxford UP, 2003.
Robb, George. White-Collar Crime in Modern England: Financial Fraud and Business 
Morality, 1845-1929. Cambridge UP, 1992.
---. “Ladies of the Ticker: Women, Investment, and Fraud in England and America, 1850-
1930.” Victorian Investments: New Perspectives on Finance and Culture, edited by Nancy 
Henry and Cannon Schmitt, Indiana UP, 2009. 
Sherman, G. W. The Pessimism of Thomas Hardy: A Social Study. Fairleigh Dickinson UP, 
1981.
Small, Helen. “Chances Are: Henry Buckle, Thomas Hardy, and the Individual at Risk.” 
原　雅樹 53
Literature, Science, Psychoanalysis, 1830-1970: Essays in Honour of Gillian Beer, edited 
by Helen Small, Oxford UP, 2003, pp. 64-85.
Taylor, James. Creating Capitalism: Joint-Stock Enterprise in British Politics and Culture, 
1800-1870. Royal Historical Society, 2006.
Taylor, Richard H. The Neglected Hardy: Thomas Hardy’s Lesser Novels. Palgrave, 1982.
Widdowson, Peter. On Thomas Hardy: Late Essays and Earlier. Macmillan, 1998.
